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Dear Mr Bates 

Thank you for your correspondence of 19 December 2022 to the Minister for Health and 

Aged Care, the Hon Mark Butler MP, on behalf of the CEO of Cystic Fibrosis Queensland 

regarding the listing of Trikafta® (elexacaftor/tezacaftor/ivacaftor and ivacaftor) on the 

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS).

At its November 2022 meeting, the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC) 

recommended expanding the PBS-listing of Trikafta® for the treatment of cystic fibrosis to 

patients who are aged 6 to 11 years and who have at least one F508del mutation on the 

cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator (CFTR) gene. The PBAC is an 

independent expert advisory body comprising doctors, other health professionals and 

consumer representatives, and makes recommendations to the Australian Government 

about PBS listings. 

Whilst a positive PBAC recommendation is an essential requirement in the process of a PBS 

listing, other processes need to be completed before a listing can be achieved. This includes 

pricing negotiations with the manufacturer, finalisation of the conditions for listing, 

availability checks, and consideration by Government. 

The Government understands the importance of making Trikafta® available for these young 

patients and their families, and is committed to ensuring Australians have access to 

affordable medicines through the PBS. The Department of Health and Aged Care will work 

to finalise arrangements with the company and proceed to a PBS listing as quickly as 

possible, once the necessary documentation has been submitted by the pharmaceutical 

company, Vertex Pharmaceuticals (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
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The Medicine Status Website enables the public to search and monitor the status of 

medicines as they progress through the PBS listing process. The website is updated monthly 

and can be found at www.pbs.gov.au/medicinestatus/home.html.

Thank you for writing on this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Nick Martin

Chief of Staff 

20/01/2023


