
 

 

 

 

12 December 2022 

Hon. Mark Butler  

Minister for Health and Aged Care 

House of Representatives                                                                                                                                               

Parliament House                                                                                                                                                         

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Minister Butler,  

 

I’m writing regarding the important issue affecting residents in my electorate and the broader community 

suffering from Cystic Fibrosis. 

 

In Australia, one in 2,500 babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and there is currently no cure. In the Brisbane 

region alone, its estimated that 250 people are currently battling the condition, alongside 1000 State-wide 

include the Northern Territory.  

 

On Friday 9 December I met with Petrina Fraccaro, CEO and Managing Director of Cystic Fibrosis Queensland,  

Vicki Elson-Green, Head of Membership and Services alongside two mothers from my electorate with children 

suffering from Cystic Fibrosis.  

 

During our discussion several key points of action were highlighted which would assist those with the 

condition and remove additional burdens on families.  

 

Glucose testing: Many Australians with Cystic Fibrosis are struggling to gain access to continuous glucose 

monitoring devices which automatically tracks blood glucose levels throughout the day and night. Increased 

access to this device would allow for greater monitoring for patience and ensure those also suffering from 

diabetes can track their bloody sugar levels.  

 

Healthcare Card: Currently only carers for those with Cystic Fibrosis can receive the health care card, not the 

patient themselves, which adds additional cost and stress once the patient turns 18 or no longer had a carer. 

This addition would allow those with Cystic Fibrosis the ability to access discount medication and equipment 

without having a carer present, removing a clear barrier.   

 

Cost of energy: The rising cost of power bills for those suffering from Cystic Fibrosis is causing additional stress 

for parents and carers, this comes from the continued use of air conditioning and medical devices required by 

patients.  

 

Given the importance of this issue to my community and the national as a whole, I strongly support additional 

investment and reform from the Commonwealth to help Australians suffering from Cystic Fibrosis and their 

families.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Milton Dick MP 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Federal Member for Oxley  


